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1 Def 15 will | not 3 my Pruning you with thi following Epitome, 
; to be 2 on the Account of my own Tuereſt; as that yours is not at 
All e in te. 
Dor though it be my profit to Receive '£ hes, yet I hope (whilſt it be wor. 
Indiſpenſable Duty 7 pay them) my. Exciting you carefully and Honeſtly to 
Diſcharge this "your Duty, will be looked upon a Charity, ! 4 Vert 8. 1. 7 en 
Ging to the Good of your Immortal, S l.... 
Which (through God's Aſiſtante) I ſhall — Primbte with my: utmoſt 
Endeavour. 0 am Tr W (bo ae Paſtor and Minifter. | 
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Ml OW, * 1 of kite bs is a on P Manifeſt in; it Gf, 1 
J lnarxce tionably and Univerſally Obliging, that all Nations i 
14 from the Light of Nature thou hi fit to make ſome ſuch Real 
Offerings to their Gods; For as the Farth ; is the Lord's, and the full- 
2 neſs thereof; It is, but Juſt and Reaſonable we ſhould Confeſs and adore 
his Goodneſs, from whoſe Bounteous Hand cometh every thing we Poſ- 


/ ſeſs, by Preſenting to His Majeſty ſome ſhare. or Portion of what he 


18 the Principal and chief Maſter or Proprietor of, and to which we can 
have no. Pretenſion or Claim, but by means of him alone, who Com- 
mit ted to our truſt and Care all we own or Enjoy. And we are not on- 
_ Bly moved and prompted to do This, by Nature's Inſtinct or Dictates; 
but put in mind of it by an abſolute Advice from God alſo, viz. To 
Honour the Lord with our 8 ubFance, Prov. 33. 95 And with the Firſt Fruit 
Jef all our Increaſe. . 
YZ Yea, This Way of Revering Gods (and giving Tithe as a Token of 
Jour Profeſſing his Sovercignty, as to all Rights and Titles to the Things 
7 of this World, which are delivered into our Hands, to manage for our 
Z Uſe,) is Practiſed very early before the Law in the Scripture. For in 
the Fourteenth Chapter of the Firſt Book of it, viz. Geneſis, We find, 
Tat Melchiſedec King of Salem, met Abraham after bis Victory over the four 
Kings, and 45 175 forth Bread and Wine, Melchiſedec Who was the Priest 
| of the mot Hig 
of the Mof High God. Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth, and Bleſſed be the mo#t 
bigb God, which. bath delivered thine Enemies into hive Hand. And be gave 


Aim Tithes of all. Ver. 18. 19. 


And he gave him Tithes of all, That! u che 8 Abraham gave - 
Tithes of all Tir he had, to the Prieſt Melchiſedec for Bleſſing him; 
Zin Order to ſhew Chriſtians after him to do the like, to them that 
Execute the Office of the Prieſt- hood in Chriſt-Church. To do the like 
to all Chriſtian Prieſts, as he did to Melcbiſedec, who was the firſt of 
their Order, and from whom they derive their Office. 
IIS their Deſcent gives a Right to all Chriſtian Prieſts to Receive 
Tithes on the one Hand: and che Example of the Giver of Tithes, 

| ey its Vertue and Aer binds 1 Men now a Dy to 5 8 | 
12 2 Care- 


God: And He Bleſſed Him and ſaid. Bleſſed be Abraham 


— 


Carefully and Honeſtly, on the Cd "OY 
Carefally and e to pay Tithes, For the Paid 8 
which herein- ties all hi Fithes- of- the Refufe 
and. Baſeſt. of. Things. But of the beſt. DEKATEN. EE TO Ano. 
THINION. Heb. 7. 4. in the Original, De praccipius. From the top of 
the Heaps, Of the Firſt and Beſt, and choiceſt Treaſures. ._ 
But to evade all this, and to Endeavour to deny the Obligajon/f 
pay Tithes, left ſome ſhould thus Object” eben fle Fithes, ſo-p 
them not as a due. Leſt ſome ſhould thus Object, Taffirm, that though 
it be faid in Geneſis of Abraham, that he gave the TentH- of all to 
 Melebiſeder, yet it does not follow, that he paid them not as a Due, 
For (ye muſt underſtand) the Phraſe of giving in Holy Scripture is of- 
ten uſed, for che Diſcharging a juſt Debt, As in theſe Places of it. 
Pfal, 29. 9 Give the Lori Honour due to His Na, Give Tribute. 
Matt. 22. 17. and 17. 27. Give a Servant bis Hire. Which means no 
more than paying a Servant his Wages, Tribute and Horiour, to 
whom they are Due and do belong. 
: Accordingly, | we find Jacob, ſolemnly Vowing: to give God: i. e. 
To a Prieſt as God's Receiver, the Tenth of Alf. And "all that thou 
Halt give me, I will ſurely give the Tenth to. thee. Gen. 23. 22. Upon 
this Very good Reafon for his ſo doing, Yiz. © Becauſe God was the 
giver of all that he. had.” And "this Reaſon by- way of Ceremonie, me 1 
not only Concern the Jews, but on Account of the Law Mokal, A 
a like Binding in Reſpe& of all Men; that have received. any Enjoy- 
ments from the Liberal Hand of the Lord of all things. 
| Go by this Moſair Law. Thou ſhalt not delay thy Ti ithes and Fir 
| Fruits. Exod.” 22. 29. Looks upon Tithes as an Undoubted Right of 
'- himſelf, and as Things ſo Appropriated to him, as cannot be with- 
drawn from him, All the Tithe of the Land, whether. of. the Seed of the 
N or of the Fruit of the Tree, is the Lord's. Lev. 39 
And St, Paul faith, The Sons of Levi, which receive, he Office of the 
Prieſt.- hand, have a Commandment to tate Tithes of 'the  Prople according to 
the . Law. Heb. 7. 5. And as the Goſpel Prieſt- hood ſucceeds the Le- 
vitical in the Performance of Divine Service, ſo alſo in its Right to Ti- 
thes. To back and Warrant which Right are Curſes in Deutoronomy. © 
That Reſpect not only the Paſſover, but Circumciſion, 'Tithing and % 
Offerings. For they are found accurſet! there, who are not circumciſed, 9 
who do not Tithe, and do not Offer at Jeruſalem. = 
Tx many other oth thert are beſjdes in the Levitical Els. Which Y 
bes rm our T itle, to ithes now. As the Lerittcal Law — the r. 
the 
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2 Phariſees, or elſe we ſhall not enter into the 
But to Conſider the Grounds, upon which the Fathers and Primitive 


His Apoſtles in this matter. 


* 
5 SV 
" 
* 
. 
OL 
» dn 
I þ. 
P i * 
q * 
3 
ye. 
” 


\ 


the Levitical Prieſt-hood, ſo. was Chriſt to provide for Goſpel Miniſt- 
ers. Numb. 18. 20, 21. We read that the Levites, by God's Appointment 
had the Tenth for an Inheritance: And the Apoſtle asks us. Do ye not 
8 know: that they ubich Miniſter about holy Things, live of the Things of the 
Temple; and ibey which. wait at the Altar, are partakers with the Altar? 


Even ſa batb the Lord ordained, That they which Preach the Goſpel, ſhould 


> * live of the Goſpel. 1 Cor. 9. 13. 14. The Apoſtle hereby Intimating, that 
our Lord, according to the Law which: conſtituted a ſure CreditableSub- 
r @& ſiſtence for the Levites; had made ours ſure and certain alſo. And tho“ 
> nat the ſame: in points of Ceremonies and Circumſtances, yet moſtly a- 


like; which could not be, had not our Maintenance been ſettled & 


fixed as theirs was. Our Maintenance which ſure cannot be Arbitrary, 
and precarious: For thence it would follow, that more care was taken 
of the Old Prieſthood than of the New; which ſerves to a better Co- 
And allowing of the Care taken by the Law, for the Subſiſtence of 
the Prieſthood; The Primitive Chriſtians thought themſelves Obliged, to 
XZ give more than a Tenth to their Miniſters : Inaſmuch as Theirs was 
af the better Prieſt- hood. Hence the Fathers ſay. We that have a bet- 
ter Hope ought chearfully to give rather more than leſs. And that we 
muſt at leaſt come up to the Jewiſh Bounty, and give as much as 


the Jews, who were Young Beginners in Religion, not leſs however than 


T a. Tenth part; for Chriſt expects Our Righteouſneſs (even in point of 
Bounty to his Service) ſhould exceed the F eee of the Scribes and 


/ 


ingdom of Heaven. 


' * 


wy 


Chriſtians paid Tithes; I ſhall examine into the Senſe of Chriſt and 


The Bleſſed Jeſus Inſtituted His Apoſtles, Miniſters of the New Teſt- . 


3 ament, and gave Power and Direction to them to Conſtitute others to 
ſucceed them to the End of the World: And ſince this Miniſtry was 


to be Managed by Men who needed a Maintenance, we cannot doubt 


but our Lord would provide for them, which alſo The greateſt Enemies 
= of Tithes grant, and Confeſs that Chriſt hath in the Goſpel Eſtabliſhed. 
2 Maintenance in General for this Miniſtry,. ſo that a Competency for 
their Subſiſtence is due 5 ES 


| | them Jure Divino. ä 7 
The only Queſtion is, hether the Old Proportion of a Tenth be 


no due to a Goſpel Miniſtry: by the Law of God? 
I cchink it is, and that for theſe Reaſons following. 


f 


Firſt⸗ 
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and Gentiles, upon their Converſion, would certainly give this Old, 


Firſt, becauſe there is no Exprek. . of Tithes in che New Teſt- 
ament, and they were due by God's Law before (as youalready-heard,) 
unleſs ſome Evident repeal can be produced. _ there is more Rea- 
ſon to expect an expreſs Repeal of this Tenth part by Name, than by 
any other Thing, becauſe that proportion was Red f early, and had 
ſtood ſo long; it began by Divine Direction, continued by God's Ap- 
probation and poſitive Command, it was Conſented to and Practiſed all 
the World over, ſo that the Bleſſed Jeſus might expect that both Jews 


known. and Cuſtomary proportion to the Goſpel Miniſtry, unleſs he. 7 
forbid it in expreſs Terms, which he would certainly have done if he 
intended Tithes ſhould have Ceaſed. 5 

There is an expreſs repeal of all Ceremonial things dons: b the Pa- 
triarchs. Bloody Sacrifices and Circumciſion are Abrogated by Name in 
the Goſpel, bur ſo are not Tithes; and Therefore they are not Ce- 
remonial. 

But though there 45 ſuch. 1 to Expect a Poſitive Text tot re- 
peal this Tenth part, The Oppoſers of Evangelical Tithes can produce 
nothing, but that place of St. Paul, Heb. 7. 12. For the Prieft-hood 
being changed, there is made of Neceſſir ty. a change alſo of the Law. 
And this they would. have, againſt all Senſe and reaſon, o _ 2 
change of the Law for paying Tithes. = 

But the Scope of the Apoſtles Diſcourſe in that — 8 and che 2A 
Contexts alſo do utterly - confute. That forced and falſe Interpreta- 7 
tion : For the Apoſtle is "hes ſhewing, that Tithes: belonged to Mel. 
chiſedec's Prieſt-hood, of which. Order Chriſt himſelf. is: Yea he proves bY 
- Melchiſedec was a Prieſt by his receiving. Tithes, and his Order beter? . 
than Aaron, becauſe his Tithing was more Excellent. 

Now ſince all this tends to prove Chriſt's Prieſthood better 1 
Aaron 5s, would it not be very Strange if in that very Chapter, St. Paul 
ſhould ſay, The Goſpel Prieſthood had no Tithes at all. Might not the 
Fetws have told him that he, who before argued Melchiſedec's Order, to 
be better than Aarons, (from the Tithing annexed;) now proves this New - 
Prieſt-hood, either not to be of Melchiſedec's Order, or not to be ſo 
good as that of Aaron, being wholly Stript of. Tithes. 

But if we look at the Verſes before and after, we ſhall fee St. Paul 
is not Speaking of any Change of the Levitical Law, in the pram of 
Tiches, but in the point of Succeſſion; he only ſpeaks here of the re- 
peal of that Branch of che TAP which confined the Prieſt-hood to the 
Tribe of Epi. eee 


1 . . 2 — N * P . 2 
* BEG a EY FTF ESO Ä r 
3 n ASI 46 . 20 2 Nene Er as ADE 
. n N . co AGE TIENTS "TB. > Ap LIST p 5 1 N NE CL 3 or WO, - 
ES OTE ae Kd / ti: ea, on 00 
ran IRR C 0 SE 
— 1 a. a 


” 2 

3 

n 
. 


— 


ö % 


CS. 
He had Thewed that Goc intended to Change the Prieſt-hood for a 


j deres and ha th ſpoken in the Pſalms of another Prieſt to ariſe after 
- "1the Order of Melcbhiſedec, which Prieſt St. Paul affirms was the Bleſſed 
V Jeſus, who indeed was not of Aaron's Order, nor deſcended of that 
d Tribe; but that was no hinderance to his being a Prieſt to this new 
- Order, in regard it was plain God intended. to Abrogate that ns order 
11 Jof Confining the Prieſt-hood to the Tribe of Levi. 


For v. 11. If that Levitical Prieſthood had been perfect, and to endure 
for ever, Why ſhould not David have ſpoken of a new Prieſt of the 
Order of Aaron? Why doth he ſay, he ſhall be of the Order of Mel. 
1 eder! ? whoſe deſcent i is not reckoned as the Levitical Prieſt's were. 


I 5 vi any longer and though the Law of Moſes had ſo appointed, yet 
God chooſing a new Prieft- of another Order, ſhews that branch of the 
Law is Abrogated, and then comes in theſe Words, 

For There. being a Change f The Prief-hood, There is made of Neceſſ ity 
- Yo Le Change alſo of the” Law. v. 12. i. e. in the point of Fixing the Prieſt- 
* 4 hood to one Family, v. 13. "hs He of whom Theſe Things are ſpoken, That 
4 is Chriſt Jeſus,) end To another Tribe, of which no Man gave Ati- 


. 1 at the Altar, v. 14 For it is evident our Lord ſprang Out of Ju- 
a dah, .of which Tribe Moſes 145 nothing concerning Prief-hood. 

4 1 This being the plain Words and Senſe of the Apoſtle, there can be 
2 4 no repeal of Tithes in the New Teſtament, whence it follows, That 


Chriſt intended they ſhould ſtand and Remain ſtill due by Divine Right 
— 3 2 ag they had always been Reputed before. 

s But ſecondly beſides this Negative Argument, there are many prob- 
r 1 3 able and poſitive Evidences, that it is our Saviour's Will, Tithes ſhould 
ita be paid to Goſpel Miniſters. Thoſe which make it probable are. 
n 7 Firſt, that when Chriſt is comparing Moral Duties and Tithes together, 
i | 1 Ihe faith, Theſe Things ought ye To have done, and not to leave The other 
© undone. Matt. 23. 23: Implying that thoſe Moral Duties are ſo to be 


0 1 taken care of; that we do not omit to give Tithes, which being con- 
* 1 Itributed to the Maintenance of God's Service, it is an Act of Righteouſ- 
92 Ineſs and Piety to pay Tithes Strictly. even of the leaſt Matter ; and ſince 
5 Chr ſaid the Pbariſces ought to Ss this Act of Righteouſneſs, no doubt 
I Chriſtian ought to do it alſo. 4s ye bave already beard. Becauſe our Nr. 
f 3 eouſneſs muſt exceed Theirs, 

. Secondly, whereas St. Paul faith, The Preſbyters obo Labour in The 
e Word ras Doctrine, are Worthy of Double Honour, 1 Tim. 4. 17. He 
| 4 3 alludes to * Elder Brother Portion _— was Double. Deut. 
iy 
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And whereas the Elder Brothers, were Origmally the Prieſt's öf ey. ®, | 
ery Family, and had beſides their own Share of the Inheritance, the 
' Tithes of all their Brethren's part annexed to their Primogeniture, which 
made their Portion to be double; thence we may infer, that the Goſ- 


pe Miniſters ſucceeding thoſe Elder Brothers in their Office, ought to 


ſucceed them in the Reward alſo, and are worthy of Tithe, | © 
Thirdly, the ſame St. Paul requires the Clergy, ſbould be given to Hoſ- 
pitality, 1 Tim. 3. 2. Which doth require a certain and large. Propor- 
tion to ſupport it, and yet the Miniſters are forbid by Scripture, 2 Tim, 
4. 5. and by the Canons of the Church alſo. Apoſfol. Can. 4. 8 1. Con- 
cil. Chalced. Cap. 3, to uſe any other Calling to get Money, and are 
Enjoyned to give Themſelves wholly to their Miniſtry, and to attend con- 
tinually upon it, 1 Tim. 4. 15. So that they have neither time nor means 
allowed to procure wherewithal to be Hoſpitable, and yet God requires theỹ˖ß 
ſhould be given to Hoſpitality ; whence we may infer, that he who 
lays This Injunfion on them, hath at leaſt allowed them the Old Pro- 
Portion of a tenth, to enable them to do what he requires of them. 
hut not to inſiſt only on theſe probable Proofs, we have two plain 
' - texts which prove, that Jeſus Chriſt hath Ordained tithes ſhall ſtand. 
the One is, 1 Cor. 9. 13. 14. Where St. Paul, though he took no 
i Maintenance of the Corinthians, yet he Targely proves his Right to it; 
Firſt, by diverſe parallel caſes of a Soldier, Vineyard Dreſſer, and a Shep.. © 
F berd v. 7. Secondly, by the Moral Senſe of that Levitical Prieſthood, 
' _ of not Muzling the Ox. v. 8, 9. 10. Thirdly, from the Excellency of his 
Work among them, which afforded them things far more worth than 
the biggeſt proportion of their Worldly Eſtates, v, 11. Fourthly, from 
be: 15 Practiſe of other teachers who had taken Maintenance of them a a 
„ oo 35425 VVV 
38 But the chief Argument of all, urged by St. Paul, for his Right, is i 
the Pofitive Ordinance of God the Father, for the Old Teſtament, and 
| of our Lord Jeſus for the New. v. 13. 14. Do ye not - know, faith: he, 
Pa They which Minifter about holy Thingt, live of the things af the | 
+ Temple, and They, That wait at the Altar are Partakers with the Altar. Even 
fo hath: the Lord Ordained, That they which preach the Goſpel ſbould lies of 
the Goſpel. Where we ſee he Urges God's care of the Old Prieſthood as 
a pattern which Chriſt had 4mitated in the Neyx. 
Then as God did Ordain the Levites, or Miniſters of the Temple to 
| live, et tou Terou,, of the holy Portion, or as we Read of the thing: 
of the Temple, that is, of Tithes. or a Tenth part, and the Prieſts or Wai- 
' Ters on the Altar, to ſhare with the Altar, and to have their partof Off? 
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an Þ hath Chriſt Oed in the New Teſtament 
lie of the Reward gwen them for Preaching the 
"Chriſt and his Prieſt-hood. —=* 


, — 


chat his Miniſters ſhall He of th 
Geſpel, of that which belongs to C nd his . 
I uA Apoſtle mames no Lithes, that he might not Offend the Jewiſh 
” FPrieſt-hood, but by a Trope he Intimates that he meant the Maintenance 

formerly due to che Law, but now annexed to the Goſpel, and that by 


— 


Z Chriſt's own Ordinance, wherefore we gonclude, that Chriſt Ordained a 
certain Maintenance for his Miniſters, and becauſe, his Pattern was the 

Z Levitical Law, it muſt be @Tenth. part at leaſt, 

® Secondly, The ſame ApoIlae hath another expreſs Law for Miniſters 
Maintenance in [theſe Words. Loet him that is taught in the Word, commu- > -* 
nicate unto him that Teacheth in all good OUT x 6. 6. The, Senſe. of 
Which Words is, That Chriſtians muſt not take and enjoy all their 'Wagld- 

Z 1y Goos themſelves. A part of them all, a Share of every kind of 95 5 
MWordly Goods muſt be ſet apart for their Miniſter, and freely Com- 
municated to him, ſo that he may partake with us in all. So that by the 
Wetter ef his La, thaſe Chriſtians Which have Corn, Hay, Wool, Increaſe 
of Flocks and Herds, or any other Worldly Goods, are bound to give 
the Minüſter a part of all theſe, And that part is the Tenth, as ye have al- 
And the main Objections to the Contrary are theſe following. 
he firſt, That neither Chriſt nor his Apoſtles receive Tithes. ; 
To which IJ anſwer, That our Lord Jeſus was made under the Law, 
Gal. 4. 4. And was always Obedient to it, ſince it was in full force du- 
ring his Life. Nom the Law had then fixed Tithes upon the Tribe of Le- 


" 


vi, to which Tribe our Saviour did not belong, and therefore he had bro- 
ken the Law if he had claimed or received Tithes then; yet we have pro- 
ved out of St, Paul, that Tithes did belong to "his Prieſthood, though 
„the Time in which he lived would not permit him to Excerciſe that right. 
4 As for che Apoſtles, their unfixed State of Life was ſuch, (becauſe .of 
Perſcrutions,) that neither could - Believers pay them regularly, nor they 
® Receive them: Nor had they any Need of them, ſince they were plenti- 


en fully provided for other ways, 
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by ſome Chriſtians ſelling all, and giving 
„ dhe Money w diff of, and by the Liberal Contributions that others 
made to them, yet they did declare, they had by "Chriſt's Ordinance 

a2 Right to ſuch a kind of Maintenance as the Levites of Old had by 
Sod's Law. Kc. ſo it is no prejudice to our claim, that Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles in the unſettled State of the Church took no Tithe. 

Ih be Second Opjection. That Chriſt hath expreſsly ſet down Meat & 
Drink, for che Maintenance 8 Miniſters, Matt, 10. 9. Kc. Lu. 
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1 Y _ Alters did not intend they ound haye Tithes. 
| I Rep 5 1475 5 meat and Drink comprehend all neceſſar Conveniences 4 

1 of W Lie Suitable to a Miniſter's Office; Then Tithe - may well | 
„ | ſtand, becauſe that proportion where it is paid ſeldom affords-more.. 1 
1 And there was no Neceſſity to Name I ithes in the New Teſtament; ; 
| becauſe there was Examples in it of Believers: who did freely give more 
than a Tenth to God and his Miniſters. 4s many of them; as had any | 
 Poſſeſſions ſold all that they bad, and gave the Price to the Aſtles. Act. 4. 5. 
| And che Records of the firſt Ages ſte hat their Bounty towards the | 
; Clergy was very great. . 1 
From all which it appears, (I hope) That Tiches by Divine. Right are 
due to the Miniſters of the Goſpel. ; 
ut beſides, that the Maintenance N the Minifters of the Goſpel 'F 
have hitherto enjoyed, is. their proper Right by the Law of God; it 
zs alſo their Right and Due by the Laws of Men; and therefore cannot 
be taken from them without Rows Wrong and Injuſtice, yea the Cler- 
Sy of England have as good a Right in Tithes, as rage Gentlemen 1 
and Freeholders have 4 their Lands. 1 
Becauſe Ethelwolph Son of King Eg bert (who! had ht the Saxon | þ 

Heptarchy into a Monarch „ad all the Lands in mln for his Dem- 
e.ſne. Ste Sr. H. & pel mais Oban s, Cook upon Littleton*s Temures. Lib: 
1. Cap. 3. And "chaſer the Tides of all the Kingdom upon the 
Church, by his Royal Charter dated Auno 855. in theſe words. King E. 
| thelwolph by the Conſent of his Prelates and Princes which ruled in - | 
land under him in their ſeveral Provinces, did enrich - the Church of | 
England with the Tithes of all his Lands and Goods by his Charter Ro y- 
al &c. Adding in the End, That whoſo ſhould encreaſe the Gift, God 
would pleaſe to proſper and increaſe his Days. But if any ſhould preſume 
to diminiſh the ſame, that he ſhould be called to an account hy it at 
Socks Judgment Seat. Sc. And this he did not only as Lord Paramount, 
but as Proprietor of all the Land, the Lords and great Men at that Y 
Time having no property or Eſtates of Permanency, but as 
Accountants to the Ling g, whoſe the whole Land was, and yet theß 
alſo gave their free conſents, which the King required, that thereby they F 
might be barred from plegding any Tenant Right, as alſo to Oblige them 
to ſtand in Maintenance of Tithes againſt all Pretenders. _ 
This Bounteous Act of Etbelwolph was confirmed by King Atheltan, . 
. Amo 930. And after by Canute the Son of Sweno 6-6 Dane, as ſoon f 
as he was ſetled in the en ee of this Kingdom. Ingulpb. imjoyning 7 
| the true pen * Tithes fon Pain of Bean mestion, beſides the + 9 
| | 0 
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of the other nine parts and ſet” £2 when and how every Tithe of 
Corn, Hay, Wool, Lamb, Kere ſheuld be pape. 
And Edward the Confeſſor. Anno 1042. Ordered if they had but one 
Calf or Two, then to pay for every one of them a penny. And to this 
Price is the Pärſon generally held to this Day, though Ten of our 
Pence now is not Worth One of thoſe pence formerly, and ſo of Bees, 
Wood, Water-Mills, Parks, Fifhings, Warrans, & And the Law 
faith of all i $ that the Lord giveth, the Tenth is to be rendered 

to him, that'gave'the other Nine with the Tenth.” „% $17 
When William the Norman had Conquered the Kingdom, being led 
by the Examples of the former Conquerors, both Saxons and Hanes, 
he Seiſed upon all the Lands in England, (except the Church Lands 
| and ſome in Kent,) He referved the chief Mannors and Royalties, with the 
it Homages, Rents, and Services to himfelf and his Succeſſors, and the Eccle- 
ot ſiaſtical Lands, with che Tithe of all other Lands to the Church. He parted 
r- for the defence of his Kingdom with all the reſt to his Nobles, Servants 
en and Soldiers: And the Lands thus charged have been Tranſmitted and 
2N 
n- 
5 


1 8 over from one to another, until they came unto the Poſſeſſion of 
the preſent Owners, Who have no other Right to their Lands, but by 
Tienure, from the King; performing their Injoyned Services to him, and 

27 Paying the Tenth or Tithe to the Churcn. 1 
Ihis was confirmed by Magna Charta Anno gth. Hen. 3. And thirty 

E- © ſeveral Parliaments ſucceſſively, and Biſhops appointed to curſe thoſe who 

2 ſhould dare to enact any thing againſt it. Stat. 25. Edw. 1ſt, fo that 

of whatſoever right any owner of Lands hath to the Nine Parts, either 

y- of Fee Simple, Leaſe or Copy-hold} yet he hath no Pretence at all to 

od © the Tithe or Tenth, either by Grant or Purchaſe. For upon the whole, 

ne he can have no Right to the other Nine, but upon Condition of pay- 
at ment of the Tenth tothe Church. = 

, Which makes it plain, that when People pay Tithes to their Miniſt- 

at ers, they do not give any thing of their own for the Tithes were never 

as Bf theirs, they were never purchaſed by themſelves, nor any of their Fore- 
ey Wl Famen. „% 

ey But as I juſt now mentioned Magna Charta to prove Tithes to be due 

m by Statute Law, Magna Charta the beginning and Fountain of all our 

Laws, the Birth-right of the Freeborn People of England, the Pale and 

n, Bounder of the People from Tyranny ; and therefore it was always ſtrug- 

on led by the People to be confirmed by all Kings. This Magna Charta, 

ng X# I fay, being confirmed by fo: many wiſe Parliaments, that my Lord 
ols . Cook in his ſecond Inſtitutes upon this faith, that all Statutes ma | 
| 5 . l againſt 
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— it are N and e cs 86 od 
„5 Englands Birth-right, this doth eltaplild 1, Charts, thergpe F 
. 5: Rink Rin df e ee e eee ee hat 
no Mages be:deductedhefore Tithe- be paidand that the Prieſt in. Autumn 
hall -excomminioate all-defrauders of Lithes ; eee Tilledgrounds 
n pay©fVithes .to:the:Partſh- Church. iSpelm; G07 36, 

And to come nearer home wowards our own. times. By Statutes ſinee 
ih Bleſſed Reformation, Tithes were made Tempora and Recover- 
able in Common Law courts, 27; of Hen. 8. The zi nd 32 Stat. of 
Hen. 8. The it of Edward 6. Cap. 2. Edv. 6. Chap. 154 an more 
_'F-:e6uld Inſtance to ſhew. how. gracious all Reigns have been in this reſ- 
pect, if chis was not ſufficient to let you know, how all Parlia ments have 
been tender of Tithes, yea do ſo much favour Tithes, that they give them 
better Remedy. chan other F recholds or Inkeritances, even Treble Dam- 
mages. 

e ini aa n this head, fo n Were the 8 of Men 
heretofore in point of Tithing, that few of them could be Satisfied that 
they had ſo punctually paid them as they Gught, and therefore uſually 
80 their Wills they bequeathed ſome what to the Parſon for Tithes 1 
pitted, in lieu whereof the Mortuary is Paid to this Day. 
On the contfäry. How ſeared muſt the Conſciences ok. Men no a 
| barn be, who will: pay no Tithes at all. if they can help it. 
Now finally to awaken Men (for their own good and Intereſt) i into 
a true Belief of this Truth, and à ſincere ,practile-of.- Rendring God 
*the Things that are God's by: paying I ithes to his . Clergy. . I all in 
the next place Inſtance ſome: Remarkable Divine.Judgemens- Aa bell vp 
on the Miſobedient and Obſtinate as to theſe Things; or the violators 
- of Things dedicated to holy Uſes, that is things given to the Church, 
whether Houſes, or ee or tithes, belonging to; Church Men. IA 

IA was a Wirty Obſervation uf the Hebrews, that when a Man pays 
525 lithes, he is the Huſbandman, and receiveth Nine parts {4 One, and 
God who receiveth One of ten is the Prieſt: But when Tithes are not 
| paid; then God is the Huſbandman, and. keeps the Nine parts, and man 
is the Prieſt, and hath hut the e For then Ten. herons Vines Soak yield 
2 one Bath. Iſai, 5,80) 

"Ze ord Curſed with a: Rage, ng " Fove Robbed me, even ebicaphale Ne- 
Tang in Tithes and Offerings. Saith he Prophet Malachi. A Coal fnatch't 
from the Altar fired the Neſt of the Eagle. And the Philiftines for all 
their Victories, were contiuually are and tormented whillt they de- 
rained the Arzof God axons + chem. ce Væzab was AIR dead, for 
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his 


change 
looſed, and bis knees ſmote one againſt another. Dan. 3. 


andpgighs Hand cul off, an hung up before 


_ ö 
his but juſt touching. it. OW: for his Sacrilege and tnfanderiv 

the Temple of God loſt his Kingdom, Bel/hazzar his Kingdom ke | 
Life alſo.” For his Prophaneſs and Nealing the things of the Temple, thus 


remarkable was his Doom. 


At a great Entertainment he had made, while he way drinking Wine 
with his Princes, his Wives and his Concubines. He ſaw it wrote doyn 


upon the Wall of his Palace, by Fingers of a Man's hand, that Mira 


3 came forth for that Purpoſe, upon which bis - Countenance was 
and his thoughts troubled him, ſo that the joynts of bis. Loyns were 


| Moreover Antiochus is ſo manifeſt an Example of God's Judgement on 
Account of Sacrilege. That he makes this Melancholy Confeſſion. 
Wherefore he called for all his Friends, and ſaid unto them; The Sleep 
is gone from mine Eyes, and my heart faileth for very care. And I thought © 
with my Self, into what *Tribulation am I come, and how great a flood of Mi- 
ſery is it wherein now I am? For I was bountiful and beloved in my power. 
But now I Remember the evils that I did in Jeruſalem, and that I took all 
the Veſſels of Gold and Silver that were therein, and ſent to deſtroy the Inha- 
bitants of Judea without a cauſe. J perceive therefore that for his 225 theſe. 
Troubles are come upon me, and behold I Periſb through great grief i in a ſtrange 
Land. 1 Maccab. 6. 10.11. 12. 13. 


A Curſe overtakes Nicanor, becauſe he threatned te to burn the Templ 1 
fo his great Army is utterly ruined, be hi 


elf is ſhin,” and þis head 
4 e of peruſalemy 1 M oy — 
cab, 7. 35: "EY : 


Which isa plain 4 to ſhew that all ee e nd Inva- 
fion of things ſacred and belonging to God. is an Offence againſt the 
Eternal Law of Nature; and that God in his Providence will "blaſt all . 
— of 9 Perſons and nad | 
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